
Learning Intention 
I am learning to 
notice when time 
jumps forward in a 
story. That means 
time goes from now 
to a time  
in the  
future  
that hasn’t  
yet happened. 
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Success Criteria
I will pay attention to the 
story and think carefully 
about what is happening. 

I will find a part of the story 
where a flashforward 
happens. A flashforward is 
where the story jumps from 
now to a time in the future. 
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Flashbacks & 
Flashforwards

A flashback is where a story jumps from 
now to a time in the past, or a time that 
has already happened.  
A flashforward is where a story jumps 
from now to a time in the future, or a 
time that has not happened yet. 

Authors use flashbacks and 
flashforwards to give readers a glimse of 
something that has already happened or 
which could or does happen at a later 
time.  

Flashbacks and  
flashforwards  
are used to help  
readers to  understand 
why  things are 
happening.
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Learning Checklist
Check these off as you go. 

Share your ideas: ✔ 

Where did you see a 
flashforward? 

How did you know a 
flashforward 
happened? What 
clues did you see? 

Why did the author 
show you into the 
future? 
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